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At opera last night Representatives Battle and Flsher and I
were informed by Barbars Castle that her group at 1lnslstence
of Soviet hosts were to stop off (en route China) tu see in-
dustrial establishments in Ural area or Western Siberils.

This 1s first time to wmy knowledge that Sovliet authoritles
in recent years have glven permission to (much less urged

as 1n this cese) non-Communist forelgners to visit these
plants. Whlle one cannot, of course, be sure of reasons for
Soviet action, I am 1nclined to belleve that 1t wmay reflect
Soviet sensltlveness to apﬁarent tendency on part of British
labor groups (re EMBTEL 224) to treat USSR asg whistle-stop
on route to Chilna.
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